Introduction

One of the most creative ways to express yourself is through musical improvisation. No matter
whether you play rock, jazz, folk, or country the improvisational solo adds interest to a piece of
music. When you improvise, you take your audience on a journey to a place they’ve never been
before. You want to make that journey interesting.

The Art of Improvisation

Improvising is the art of spontaneously making music. The
act of creating music spontaneously can seem like magic.
Improvisations move us as listeners. At the end of incredible
improvised solo, we often clap and cheer as if we were welcoming home a hero. That’s because improvisation is an
emotional experience for player and listener alike.

What does improvising feel like? Well, to the listener it feels
like inspiration. To the player it feels like riding a galloping
horse. It is a combination of control, freedom, and balance.
When these elements are present in your playing, you will be
a true guitar hero.

What’s in this Book?

The information in this book will help you develop the technical skill you need to create expressive improvisations. It will show you how to gain more control over your fingers. Improvisation is
not about playing notes with wild abandon. It’s about choices. When you have the technical skill
to play at will, you have more choices. Your musical expression is enhanced.

This book deals with chords, arpeggios, and modes. It shows you some of the common movable
chord shapes. A movable chord shape has no open strings. That is, only the strings that have
fingers on them are played. These shapes allow you to change the chord’s pitch simply by moving your hand up and down the neck. NOTE: There are exceptions. When playing these shapes
near the nut (the top of the guitar’s playable neck) you can use the nut in place of your finger.
When you do this, you will play open strings.

Arpeggios are the Foundation of Improvisation.

Just about anyone who has picked up a guitar has learned to play at least three chords, usually
C, F, and G. If you play from sheet music, you would notice that the melody notes are often the
notes of the chord written on the sheet. This is the secret to improvisation.

In its simplest form improvisation is playing the notes of the underlying chord one note at a time.
You could strum a chord one string at a time and you would have performed a very rudimentary
improvisation. It’s not a performance that will get you much applause, however. When you play
the notes of a chord one at a time, you are playing an arpeggio. There are other notes that
make up the chord you can play on these strings. This book shows you where those notes are.

Arpeggios are the safest notes to play during an improvisation because they fit exactly the chord
that is being played. Everything harmonizes the way it should. You’ll sound like you know what
you’re doing. However, if you do it too long, it will begin to sound boring. As an improviser and
an artist you want to delight and surprise your audience with innovative choices of notes. Following strictly to an arpeggio offers a finite number of choices. However, just because they are few,
does not take away their value.
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